effect do you think having your baby (or babies) has had on your health?" It is admitted that there is probably no group of patients whose answers are more likely to be biased. To the majority of women, the achievement of motherhood blunts the edge of pain and mimimizes sacrifice. To a minority, childbirth is the curse of Eve, on which all ill-health and unhappiness may be blamed. Nevertheless, I suggest that we must remind ourselves that it is not merely a question of nursing our patient with mitral stenosis until her baby is safely born, but that child-bearing is only a prelude and a part of child-rearing, on which depends the future of the race. I am grateful to Mr. Ian McClure, for his advice and help; to Mr. Kenneth Hudson, for his valuable data; and to Dr. Arnold Lyons and Dr. Richard Vine, for their collaboration in the examination of patients who attended for "review."
